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BRYAN
AGCEPTS

In tcordy  Accord
Wiih Platform.
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SHALL THE PEOPLE RULE.

_—

That Is tie Overshadowing:

Question. - |

ghadowing issue which manifests itself
in all the questions now under discus-
slon, is *“Shall the people rule?” No

matter which way we turn: no matter
to what subject we address ourselves.

the same question confronts us: Shall
the people control their own govern-
ment, and use that government for the
protection of their rights and fpr the
promotion of their welfare? or shall
the represéntatives of predatory wealth
prey upon a defenseless public, while
the offenders secure immunity from
subservient officials whom they raise
to power by unscrupulous methods?
This is the issue raised by the “known
abuses” to which Mr. Taft refers.

President’'s Indictment Against the
~—— Party.

In a message seat to congress last .
January, President Roosevelt said:’

“The attacks by these great corpora-
tions on the administration’'s actions
been given a wide circulation

ughout the country, in the news-

l papers and otherwise, by those writers

and speakers who, consciously or un-
consciously, act as the representatives
of predatory wealth—of the wealth ac,
cumulated on a giant scale by all forms
of iniquity, ranging from the oppres-

| slon of wage earners to unfair and un-

REPUBLICANS  RESPONSIBLE.

/men of this stamp, whose conduct farreq by Senator La Follette and sup-
' should be abhorrent to every man of ported by the Democrats—amendments

All Present Abuses a Result of

' our young men that phenomenal busl-| o¢ thege amendments authorized the

i | st ordinarily be based ;
“IE"' Am, aﬂd The, m lm' i::ﬂ d;um I?“h“f; during the last | ascertainment of the value of rail

potent to Correct Them. ~ |

wholesome methods of crushing out)
competition, and to defrauding the
public by stock-jobbing and the manip-
ulation of securities. “Certain wealthy |

ordinarily decent conscience, and who
commit the hideous wrong of teaching

few months, made it apparent that.
they have banded together to work for |

1overthmw and discredit all who hon-

Mr. Clayton and Gentlemen of the es't.ly administer the law, to pl'EVEDt! cue his Dﬂl'tJ' from the disastrous re-

Notification Committee: I can not ac- |
cept the nomination which you official- |
ly tender, without first acknowledging |
my deep indebtedness to the Democrat- |
3¢ party for the extraordinary honor |
wrh ch it has conferred upon me. Hav-
fng twice before been a candidate for
the presidency, in campaigns which
ended in defeat, a third nomination, the
sesult of the free and voluntary act of
the voters of the party, can only be ex-

puted growth in the principles and pol- |
icles for which I, with a multitude of |
others, have contended. As these prin- |
ciples and policies have given me what- |
ever political strength I pcssess, the |
action of the convention not only re-
news my faith in them, but strengthens |
my attachment to them.
A Platform Is Binding.

1 shall, in the near future, prepare a,
more formal reply to your notification,
and, in that letter of acceptance, will
deal with the platform in detail. It is
sufficient, at this time, to assure you
that I am in hearty accord with both
the letter and the spirit of the plat-
form. | endorse it iu whole and in
part, and shall, if elected, regard its
declarations as binding upon me. And.
I may add, a platform is binding as to
what it omits as well as to what it
contains. According to the democratic
idea, the people think for themselves
and select officials to carry out their
wishes. The voters are the sovercigns;
the officials are the servants, employed
for a fixed time and at a stated salary
10 do what the sovereigns want done,
and to do it in the way the sovercicns |
‘want It done. Platforms are entirely
In harmony with this democratic llea. |
A platform announces the party’s po- |
«ition on the questions which are ut is-
sue; and an official is not at liberty to
use the aunthority wvested in Lim to
urge personal views which bave not
been submitted to the voters for their
approval. If one IS nominated upon a
platform which is not satisfactorvy to
him, he must, if candid, either decline
the nomination, or, in arcepting it, pro-
pose an amended platform In lien of
the one adopted by the convention. No
such situation, however. confronts your
candidate. for the platform upon which
I was nominated not only contains |
nothing from which I dissent, but At
specifically outlines all the remedial |
Jegislation which we can hope to se-
cure during the next four years.

Republican Challerife Accepted.

The distingaished statesman who re-
ceived the llepublican nomination for
president said, in his notification
speech: “The strength of the Republican
cause In the campaign at band is the
fact that we represent the policies es-
sential to the reform of knowt abuses,
teo the continuance of liberty and true
prosperity, and that we are determined,
as our platform unequivocally declares,
to maintain them and carry them on.”

In the name of the Democratic party,.
I accept the challenge, and charge that
the Republican party is res;:onsible for
all the abuses which now cxist in the
federal government, and that it is im-
potent to accomplish the reforms which
are Imperatively needed. Further, I
can not concur in the statement that
the Republican platform unequivocally
@eclares for the reforms that are nec-
essary; on the contrary, I affirm that it
openly and notoriously disappoints the
bopes and expectations of reformers,
whether those reformers be Republic-
aps or Democrats. So far did the Re-
Publican convention fall short of its
duty that the Republican candidate felt
2t mecessary to add to his platform in
‘®everal important particulars, thus re-
®uking the leaders of the barty, upon
whose co-operation he must rely for
the enactment of remedial legislation. -

As I shall, In separate speeches, dis-
cuss the leading questions at issue, I
shall at this time confine myself to the
paramount «uestion, and to the far
reaching purpose of our party, as that
purpose s ret forth in the platform.

Shall the Pesple Rule?

{ Onr nlutlorw deciares that the over-

|

| they not been enacted? With a 1112-4I

l ont his recomuiuendations, why does the

. present executive? Can le ask for a

"’tives or a speaker with more unlim-

any additional legislation which would |

| check and restrain them, and to secure, | o.1¢ in g gupalified way, in favor of

if possible, a freedom from all re-
straint which will permit every un-
scrupulous wrong-doer to do what he
wishes unchecked, provided he has
enough money.”—What an arraignihent |
of the predatory interests!

Is the president’s indictment true?
And, if true, against whom was the
indictment directed? Not against the
Demoeratic party.

Mr. Taft Endorses the IAfTGtment. |
Mr. Taft says thgt these evils have
crept In during the last ten years. He |
declares that during this time, some
“prominent and influential members |

of the community, spurred by financial

|

success and in their hurry for greater
wealth, became unmindful of the com-

'mon rules of business honesty and

fidelity, and of the limitations imposed |
by law upon their actions!” and that|
“the revelations of the breaches of

| trusts, the disclosures as to rebates!
| and discriminations by railroads, the

accumulating evidence of the viola-’
tions of the anti-trust laws, by a nom- |
ber of corporations, and the over-issue
of stocks and bonds of Interstate rail-!|
roads for the unlawful enriching of di-
rectors and for the purpose of concen-
trating the control of the railroads un-|
der one management,”—all these, he
charges, “quickened the conscience of
the people and brought on a moral
awakening.”

During all this time, I beg to remind
you, Republican officials presided in the
executive department, filled the cab- |
Inet, dominated the senate, controlled

| the house of representatives and ocen- !

pled most of the federal judgeships. |
Four years ago the Republican plat- |
form boastfully, declared that since |
1860—with the &ception of two years |
—the Republican party had been in con- |
trol of part or of all the branches of!
the federal gavernment; that for two |
Yyears only was the Democratic party in
a position to either enact or repeal a
law. Having drawn the salaries; hav-
Ing enjoyed the honors; having secured
the prestige, let the Republican party
accept the responsibility!
Republican Party Responsible!

Why were these “known. abuses”
permitted to develop? Why have they .
not been corrected? If existing laws
re sufficient, why have they not been
nforced? All of the executive ma-
chinery of the federal government is
in the hands of the Republican party.
Are new laws necessary? Why have

publican president to recommend, with
a Renublican senate and house to carry

Republican candidate plead for further
time in whichito do what should have |
been done long ago? Can Mr. Taft |
promise to be more strenuous In the|
prosecution of wrong-doers than the

larger majority in the senate than his
party now has? Does he need more'[
Republicans in the house of represent-,

ited authority.

Why No Tariff Reform?

The president’'s close friends have
been promising for several years that
he would attack the Iniguities of the
tarif. We have had intimation that
Mr. Taft was restive under the de
mands of the highly protected in-
dustries. And yet the Influence of the
manufacturers, who have for twenty-
five years contributed to the Republican
campaign fund, and who In returf
have framed the tariff schedules, has
been sufficient to prevent tariff reform.
As the present campaign approached,
both the president and Mr. Taft de-

clared in fgvor of tariff revision, but within the control of congress.” -

set the dafe of revision after the elee-
tion. But the pressure brought to bear
by the protected Interests has been
great enough to prevent any attempt at
tariff reform before the election:; and
the reduction promised after the elec-
tlon is so hedged about with qualify-
Ing phrases, that no one can estimate
with accuracy jthe sum totai of tariff
reform to be fexpected in case of Re-
publizan success. If the past can be
taken #= a guide, the Rerubllean nariy
Wil Be s- ~igntad Y= o <mujen ecn-
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. whelmingly rejected by the recent Re-
'a reaction. Their endeavor is to pubjican national convention, and the

| the unlawful enriching of directors

e T —

ti f the béneficiaries of pro- |
O e s | read it carefully. He even had before |

him the action of the Democratic na- |

terial relief from the present .tariff | tional committee in interpreting and

tection, as to make that party power-
less to| bring o the country any ma-

burdens.
Why No Anti-trust Legislation?

A few years ago the Republican lead- |
ers in the house of representatives |

were coerced by public opinion into
the support of an anti-trust law which
had the endorsement of the presRlent.

evideni ajarm, indicates- that he has

| appiying that platform; and yet, he

fails to say that he favors the publica-

| tion of the contributions  before the

but the senate refysed even to con- |
sider the measure, and since that time |

'no efort has been made by the domi
pant party to secure- remedial legisla- |

tion upon this subject. —~—
Why-No Railroad Legislation?

For ten years the Interstate Com-
merce Commission has been asking for

might prevent rebates and discrimina-
tions, but a Republican senate and a
Republican house of representatives
were unmo by its entreatiés.” In
1000 the Republican national conven-
tion was urged ta endorse the demand
for railway, legislation, but its platform
was silent on the subject. Even In
1904 the. convention gave no pledge to
remedy these abuses. When the presi-
dent finally asked for legislation he
drew his inspiration from three Demo-
cratic national platforms and he re-
cejyed more cordial support from the
Democrats than from the Republicans.
The Republicans in the senate delibgr-
ately defeated several amendments of-

embodying legislation asked by the In-
terstate Commerce Commission. One

roads. This amendment was not only
defeated by the senate, but it was over-

lican candidate has sought to res-
sults of this act by expressing him-

ascertaining the value of the railroads.

Over-issue of Stocks and Bonds.
Mr. Taft complains of the over-issue
of stocks and bonds of railroads, “for

and for the purpose of concentrating
the control of the rallroads under one
management,” and the complaint Is
well founded. But, with a president to
point out the evil, and a Republican
congress to correct it, we find nothing
done for the protection of pugllc.
Why? My honorable opponeht has ' by
his confession, relieved me of the ne-
cessity of furnishing proof; he admits
the condition and he can not avoid the
logical conclusion that must be drawn
from the admission. There i8 no doubt
whatever that a large majority of the
voters of the Republican party recog-
nize the deplorable situationwhich Mr.
Taft describes; they recognize that the
masses have had but little influence
upon legislation or upon the ad-
ministration of the government, ‘and
they are beginning to understand
the cause. For a generation the Re-
publican party bhas dragwn its cam-
paign funds from the beneficiaries of
special legislation. Privileges have

gral curicsity to find ont how an elec-
tion has, been purchased, even when
the lmové‘led;:e comes too late to be of

service, but why should the people be |

kept in darkness until the election is

past? Why should the locking of the

door delayed until the borse is gone?
An Election a Public Affair.

An election is a public affair. ‘The

| people, exércising the right to select

their -officials and to decide upon the

| polici u roceed to their
an enlargement of its powers, that it ipohmes to be pursued, p |

i
1s:eveml polling places on election day

| can be given/for secrecy as to the jn-

control of the railroads in one manage-

til he has put the officials under obli-
gation to him? If a trust magnate
contributes $£100,000 to elect. political
friends to office, with a view to pre-
venting hostile legislation, why should
that fact be concealed until his friends
are securely seated in their official po-
sitions?

This is not a new gmestion; it 1s a
question which has been agitated—a
question which the Republican leaders
fully understand—a question which the
Republican candidate has studied. and
yet he refuses to declare himself in fa-
vor of the legislation absolutely neces-
gary, namely, legislation requiring pub-
lication before the election.

How can the people hope to rule, if
they are not able to learn until after
the election what the predatory inter-
ests are doing? The Democratic party
meets the issue honestly and coura-
geously. It says:

“We pledge the Democratic party to
the enactment of a law prohibiting any
corporation from contributing to a
campaign fund, and any Individual
from contributing an amount above a
reasonable maximum, and providing
for the publication, before election, o‘f
all such contributions above a reason-
able minimum.”

The Democratic national committee
immediately proceeded to interpret and
apply this plank, announcing that no
contributions would be received from
corporations, that no indjvidual would
be allowed to contribute more than
$10,000, and that all contributions
above $100 would be made public be-
fore the election=those recelved before
October 15 to be made public on or
before that day, those received after-
ward to be made public on the day
when received, and no such contribu-
tions to be accepted within three days
of the election. The expenditures are
to be published after election. Here
{s a plan which is complete and effec-
tive. ’

Popular Election of Senators.
Next to the corrupt use of money.

been pledged and granted in return for
money contributed to debauch elec- |
tions, What can be expécted when of- |
Necial authority is turned over to the
representatives of those who first fur-
nish the sinews of war and then relm-
burse themselves out of the pockets of |

the taxpayers? [

Fasting In Wilderness N?usury.

So long as the Republican party re-
mains in power, it is powerless to re-
generate itself. It can not attack
wrong-doing In high places without dis-
gracing many of its prominent mem-
bers, and it, therefore, uses opiates in-
stead of the surgeon’s knife. Its male-
factors construe each Republican vic-
tory as an endorsement of their con-
duct and threaten the party with de-
feat if they are Interfered with. Not
until that party passes through a pe-
riod of fasting in the wilderness, will
the Republican leaders learn to study
public questions from the standpoint
of the masses. Just as with individ-
uals, “the cares of this world and. the
deceitfulness of riches choke the truth,”
8o In politics, when party leaders serve
far away from home and are not in
consiant contact with the voters, con-
tinued party success blinds their eves
to the needs of the people and makes
them deaf to the cry of distress.

Publicity as to Campaign Contribu-
tions.

An effort has been made to secure
legislation requiring publicity as to
campaign contributions and expendl-
tures; but the Republican leaders, even
In-the face of an indignant public, re-
fused to consent to a law which would
compel honesty in elections. When the
matter was brought up in the recent
Republlean national convention, the
plank was repudiated by a vote of 880
to 94. Here, too, Mr. Taft has been"
driven to, apologize for his convention
and to declare himself in favor of a
publicity law; and yet, if you will read
what he says upon this subject, you
will find that his promise falls far short
of the requirements of t{le situnation.
He says: '

“If 1 am elected president, 1 shall
urge upon congress, with every hope of
success, that a law be passed requiring
the filing, In a federal office, of a state-
ment of the contributions received by
committees and candidates In elections
for members of congress, and In such
other electlons as are constitutionally

I shall not embarrass him by asking
him upon what he bases his hope of
success; It is certainly not on any en-
couragement he has received from Re-
publican leaders. It is sufficient to say
that If his hopes were realized—if, in
spite of the adverse action of his con-
vention, he should succeed In securing
the enactment of the very law which
he favors, it would give but partial re-
llef. He has read the Democratic plat-

form; not only his language, but his

a I

\

the present method of electing United
States senators is most responsible for
the obstruction of reforms. For one
hundred years after the adoption of
the constitution, the demand for the
popular electipn of senators, while find-
ing increased expression, did not be-
come a dominant sentiment. A con-
stitutional amendment had from time
to time been suggested and the matter
had been more or less discussed in a
few of the states. bat the movement
had not reached a point where it mani-
fested itself through congressional ac-

| tilon. In the Fifty-second congress.

however, a -resclution was reported
from a house committee proposing the
necessary constitutional amendment.
and this resolution passed the house
of representatives by a vote which
was practically unanimous. In the
Fifty-third congress a similar resolu-
tion was reported to, and adopted by.
the house of representatives. Both
the Fifty-second and Fifty-third con-
gresses were Democratic. The Repub-
Hecans gained control of the house as
a result of the election of 1894 and In
the Fifty-fourth congress the proposi-
tion died in committee. As time went
on, however, the sentiment grew among
the people, until it forced a Republican
congress to follow the example set by
the Democrats, and then another and
another Republican congress acted fa-
vorably, .State after state has endorsed

| this reform, until nearly two-thirds of

the states have recorded themselves in
Ats favor. The TUnited States senate,

however, impudently and arrogantly |
obstructs the passage of the resolution, '

notwithstanding the fact that the vot-

whelming majority, demand it. And
this refusal is the more significant
when it is remembered that a number
of senators owe their election to great

rporate interests. Three Democratic

tional platforms—the platforms of
1900, 1904 and 1908—specifically ecall
for a change in the constitution which
will put the election of senators in the
hands of the voters, and the proposi-
tion has been endorsed by a number
of the smaller parties, but no Repub-
lican national convention has been
willing to champion the canse of the
people on this subject. The subject
was ignored by the Republican national
convention in 1900; it was ignored in
1804, and the proposition was explicit-
ly repudiated in 1908, for the recent
Republican national convention, by a
vote of 868 to 114, rejected the plank
endorsing the popular election of sena-
tors—and this was done in the conven-
tlon which nominated Mr. Taft few
delegates from his own state voting for
the plank.

Personal Inglination Not Sufficlent.

In his notification speech, the Repub-
lican candidate, speaking of thé elec-
tion of senators by the le, says:
“Personally, 1T am Inclined td favor it,

Continued on page’7

Democratic Party Promises Publicity.

| and register their will. What excuse |

1!lue'uces at work? ‘If a man, pe®in-
larily interested in “concentrating the

LJent,” subscribes a large sum to aid in |
carrying the election, why sheould his |
part in the campaign be concealed un-

|

|
|

|
|

ers of the United States, by an over-

| The way of the

election. Of course, it satisfies a nat- |
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every time in place of lard. Anyone iy
a particle of respeet for his stomach woy;

refer a purevegetable product to one mgg,
om the fat of the hog.

Cottolene is always pure; lard isn't.

Cottolene will make more palatable g
than lard, and food that any stomach ¢y,
digest with ease. Lard is a friend
indigestion. -

- Cottolene is put up in
odor-proof, sealed tin pails;
most lard comes in bulk,
and will absorb any old
odor which is near it. |

You Bcanb prove eve(;'y word
we sa uying aand tryin
a paily ofy C otty;lefe. All rjgnooﬁ
grocers sell it; all the great
cooking authorities of America
recommend it. ’
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A GOOD STORE

A complete stock of Staple Groceries, F
‘and Feed, Fruits and Vegetables in Seas

Country Produce Bought and Sold

A Nice Line of Mens, Ladies and Childrens Ox
Mens and Childrens Straw Hats, all to close out at cost

All Prices Guaranteed -
b Consistent with Good Go

Free and Prompt Delivery. A share of your patr

" J. W. CAIRNES

Phone 143

Near SouthemDe
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Plain Talks on Fertilizers
Increasing and _Safeguarding the Wheat-Crop

sufficient amount and
you will undoubtedly

The~ use of com-
mercial fertilizers on
the wheat crop is year- increase not only the
ly becoming more [heia average yields, but your
general—proof enough [udta g prefitsas well |
that it pays, and pays K o Write to the Vi
well. SERL I cinia-Carolina Chem

Too many farmers, == ical Company for its
however, use fertilizers new Year Book or Al
without due regard for the | manac, a costly 130 pag
special needs of their soils. | book, written by government
Often they buy the cheapest | and private experts. Itshow
grades. Or they use very | how and why you can in-
small quantities. crease your crops three o

That such four fold by

anscientific | following mod-

use of fertili- | €™ agricul-
zers has proved tural methods.
profitable indi- | & Postal to
cates what it | anyof the Com-
can accomplish | pany’s offices
forwheat grow- | given below
ers if used | will bring a

more carefully and intelli- | copy by mail free of chargé

geatly. ’ VIRGINIA-CAROLINA

The best way to learn just CHEMICAL CO. .

what fertilizers will pay you oot e e e te 5k

best is to make com- S

parative tests on a Atlanta, Ga.

small scale with yor}i'*‘

soils— then .use a

Columbus, Ga.
Savannah, Ga.
Montrqmery. Ala,

enn.
Shreveport, La.

MATTRESSE
‘lron Bed,
Springs, -

 Mattings

At SHEPHERD’S




